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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-6 are pending. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 1 is an apparatus claim however it does not recite any hardware, 
processor in the body of the claim. The limitation "terminal" can be pure software per se. 
Thus it is non-statutory. 

Claims 2-3 depends on claim 1 and therefore rejected under the same reason 
set forth for claim 1 above. 

Claim 4 is an apparatus claim however it does not recite any hardware, 
processor in the body of the claim. The limitation "terminal" can be pure software per se. 
Thus it is non-statutory. 
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Claim 5 is an apparatus claim however it does not recite any hardware, 
processor in the body of the claim. The limitations "terminal, session control" can be 
pure software per se. Thus it is non-statutory. 

Claim 6 depends on claim 5 and therefore rejected under the same reason set 
forth for claim 5 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Choung et 
al (Patent. No.: 6,295,550 B1). 

As per claim 1, Choung discloses: a terminal apparatus comprising: 
a session opening request section that requests the opening of a 

session with a specified terminal apparatus (Choung, Fig 6-7, col 1 lines: 55- 

65, col 2 lines: 4-10 ); 

a reservation process setting request section that requests the 

setting of a reservation process executed when the opened session is 

changed; and (Choung, Fig 6-9, col 9 lines: 5-32) Choung teaches the process 
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of requesting to define a session which includes information about the nature 
(objective) of the session and hence a reservation process executed when the 
opened session is changed as claimed; 

a session closing request section that requests the closing of the 
opened session (Choung, Fig 6 item: 620, Fig 7 item: 720, fig 13 item: 1319, col 
11 lines: 65-67); 

As per claim 2, claim 1 is incorporated and Choung further discloses 
a session hierarchical operation request section that requests a change 
operation of a hierarchical relationship among a plurality of opened 
sessions (Choung, Fig 12, col 11 lines:1-21); Choung teaches the process of 
changing the leading terminal status by selecting the next available leading 
terminal which can be the process of changing operation of a hierarchical 
relationship among a plurality of opened sessions as claimed; 

As per claim 3, claim 2 is incorporated and Choung further discloses 
that said hierarchical relationship is specified by a session ID assigned to 
each session (Choung, col 1 lines: 58-61 , col 7 lines: 1-5) where the session ID 
can be the session name which defines the session; 

As per claim 4, Choung further discloses 

a session opening request reception section that receives a session 
opening request requesting the opening of a session with a specified 
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terminal apparatus (Choung, Fig 6-7, col 1 lines: 55-65, col 2 lines: 4-10 ); 

a session opening section that opens a session with a specified 
terminal apparatus according to the received session opening request 
(Choung, Fig 6-7, col 1 lines: 55-65, col 2 lines: 4-10 ); 

a session closing request reception section that receives a session 
closing request according to a reservation process executed when the 
opened session is changed; and a session closing section that closes the 
opened session according to the received session closing request 
(Choung, Fig 6 item: 620, Fig 7 item: 720, fig 13 item: 1319, col 11 lines: 65-67); 



As per claim 5, Choung further discloses a session control 
apparatus comprising: 

a session opening request reception section that receives a session 
opening request requesting the opening of a session with a specified 
terminal apparatus (Choung, Fig 6-7, col 1 lines: 55-65, col 2 lines: 4-10 ); 

a reservation process setting request reception section that receives 
a reservation process setting request requesting the setting of a 
reservation process executed when the opened session is changed and 
(Choung, Fig 6-9, col 9 lines: 5-32) Choung teaches the process of requesting to 
define a session which includes information about the nature (objective) of the 
session and hence a reservation process executed when the opened session is 
changed as claimed; 

a session closing request reception section that receives a first 
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session closing request requesting the dosing of the opened session 

(Choung, Fig 6 item: 620, Fig 7 item: 720, fig 13 item: 1319, col 11 lines: 65-67); 

a hierarchy setting section that sets a hierarchai relationship among 
a plurality of opened sessions according to the received session opening 
request (Choung, Fig 12, col 11 lines:1-21); Choung teaches the process of 
changing the leading terminal status by selecting the next available leading 
terminal which can be the process of setting a hierarchai relationship among a 
plurality of opened sessions as claimed; 

a hierarchy update section that updates the set hierarchai 
relationship according to the received first session closing request 
(Choung, Fig 12-13, col 1 1 lines:48-67) where the process of gathering the web 
pages' location information and send it to the leading terminal can be the process 
of updating the set hierarchai relationship as claimed since the leading terminal is 
changed; 

a reservation process setting section that sets a reservation process 
executed when the opened session is changed, according to the received 
reservation process setting request (Choung, Fig 6-9, col 7 lines: 5-22, col 9 
lines: 5-32) Choung teaches the process of requesting to define a session which 
includes information about the nature (objective) of the session. These sessions 
objectives can be retrieving web pages or establishing voice communication 
links between terminals and hence setting a reservation process executed when 
the opened session is changed, according to the received reservation process 
setting request as claimed; 
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a reservation process execution section that executes the set 
reservation process according to the received first session closing 
request; and (Choung, Fig 6-9, col 7 lines: 5-22, col 9 lines: 5-32) Choung 
teaches the process of retrieving web pages or establishing voice 
communication links between terminals and hence execution section that 
executes the set reservation process according to the received first session 
closing request; 

a session closing request transmission section that transmits a 
second session closing request requesting the closing of a session with 
the specified terminal apparatus according to the closing of the reservation 
process executed (Choung, Fig 6-7, col 7 lines: 59-67); Choung teaches that 
the collaborative controller program informs the terminals that the session has 
been completed when it determines to end the session after the execution of the 
needed process (retrieving web pages, establishing voice channels); 

As per claim 6, claim 5 is incorporated and Choung further discloses 
a session hierarchical operation request reception section that receives a 
session hierarchical operation request requesting a change operation on a 
hierarchical relationship among a plurality of opened sessions; and a 
hierarchy change section that changes a hierarchical relationship 
according to the received session hierarchical operation request (Choung, 
Fig 12, col 11 lines:1-21); Choung teaches the process of requesting to change 
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the leading terminal and changing the leading terminal status by selecting the 
next available leading terminal; 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HAMZA ALGIBHAH whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-7212. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30AM- 
5:00PM, EST, Alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on 571-272-67036703. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/HAMZA ALGIBHAH/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2448 

/FIRMIN BACKER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2448 



